Wednesday, March 5, 2003
Exodus 37:1 - 38:30

If some of today’s reading sounds familiar, it’s because much of it is a restatement of information that we’ve already seen. The content of 38:9-20, for instance, is pretty much a duplication of 27:9-19. We do see today the first inventory of exactly what went into the construction of the tabernacle. One commentary says that the gold, silver, and bronze used would have weighed several tons. At first we might wonder how so great a weight could be transported, but if we consider that over 600,000 were available as carriers, the task would not have been too difficult. Another commentary puts the monetary value of the gold and silver was close to a million dollars. Most of this came from the great and wealthy nation of Egypt. From the outside the tabernacle looked like a large desert tent, but the interior coverings, altars and other rich furnishings demonstrated to the people the holiness, glory, and majesty of their God.

The construction of the ark was very important and detailed. It was basically a chest containing the tablets of the law, Aaron’s rod, and a jar of manna. On its top was the mercy seat where God would come, and from above the cherubim He would speak. In Leviticus we will see more details and instructions concerning the ark. 

The cherubim will be mentioned ninety-one times in the Old Testament. They won’t always look the same but they will always be associated with the presence of God and/or service before Him. The statues on the ark represented actual beings and were not just imaginary characters like those that we have all read about in the later religious myths of Greece and Rome.

Click here to see some views of the tabernacle as pictured by one artist and commentator.

